
 

 

COMMISSION MINUTES 

January 27, 2020 

 

Minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Sevier County Commissioners held this twenty-seventh 

day of January, 2020.  Meeting commenced at 1:30 p.m. with Commissioners Scott Johnson, Garth 

‘Tooter’ Ogden, and Ralph Brown in the Commission Chambers of the Sevier County Administration 

Building, 250 North Main, Richfield, Utah.  Clerk/Auditor Steven C. Wall, Executive Director Malcolm 

Nash, and County Attorney Casey Jewkes were also present. 

 

Commission business: 

Commissioner Brown reported that there is a new director at the Central Utah Counseling Center, Nathan 

Straight. 

 

Commissioner Ogden reported that the legislative session starts today and recommended that everyone be 

involved in the process and be aware of the things that are being proposed.  He said that one of the things 

they are looking at funding this year is the Emergency Medical Services programs for the rural counties, 

and perhaps helping those programs to continue providing services. 

 

Changes made to Board of Adjustments and Austin Special Service District: 

The Commission then reviewed the current status of districts and boards.  The Commission discussed 

adding Bryce Warner to the Board of Adjustments and replacing Heidi Acord who had resigned on the 

Austin Special Service District with Dan Gary.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to 

appoint Bryce Warner to the Board of Adjustments and Dan Gary to the Austin Special Service District, 

second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Commissioner Ogden appointed Chairman for 2020, Commission Assignments set: 

Commissioner Johnson then moved to appoint Commissioner Ogden as Chairman of the Commission for 

2020, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

The Commissioners then reviewed the rest of the Commission assignments for 2020 and asked that the 

UAC General Board be removed from Commissioner Ogden’s responsibilities as Commissioner Brown 

would be serving there this year.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the 

assignments as listed, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Minutes of January 13th Commission Meeting approved 

Minutes of the January 13th Commission Meeting were then reviewed and approved on a motion by 

Commissioner Johnson, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Cooperative Agreement with Utah State renewed: 

Kim Chapman, USU Extension, then reviewed with the Commissioners a Cooperative Agreement 

between Sevier County and Utah State University.  Discussion followed concerning the different 

programs they are involved in, noting that the agreement was the same as in previous years with the 

exception that the budget has been updated to reflect 2020 amounts.  After discussion, Commissioner 

Johnson moved to approve the renewal of the Cooperative Agreement between Sevier County and Utah 

State University, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Payment in Lieu of Taxes received from Department of Natural Resources: 

Kevin Bunnell, Department of Natural Resources, Stan Beckstrom, and Kendall Bagley met with the 

Commission and discussed the work that the Division of Natural Resources is doing.  They then presented 

a check for $1,410.05 as payment in lieu of taxes on the properties that the Division of Natural Resources 

owns.  The Commission thanked them for the work they have done, especially the things they are doing 
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to help the wildlife and recreation in the County.  They discussed the wildlife populations, and the 

changes in the different species, as well as the grazers that use the forest.  Stan Beckstrom then gave an 

update on the progress on the work being done at Fishlake at the marinas and the boardwalk.  He said 

they would attempt to complete the project next fall.  The Department of Natural Resources then thanked 

the County for the help and support they have given over the past year.  

 

Notice of Grant and Agreement Award with NRCS approved for drainage projects: 

Cynthia Nielsen, GIS Department, then reviewed with the Commissioners a Notice of Grant and 

Agreement Award with the Natural Resource Conservation Services (NRCS) concerning the County and 

the work being done on the EWP projects in Cedar Ridge and Willow Creek drainages.  She said that this 

is a 75% grant with 25% match.  She noted that the canal companies would help with part of the match 

because the project will upgrade their diversion facilities.  She said that the local match would be a mix of 

in-kind work as well as cash.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the Grant and 

Agreement Award with the NRCS for the drainage projects as listed, second Commissioner Johnson, 

unanimous. 

 

 Travel Council recommendations approved: 

Chad McWilliams, Special Events, then met with the Commission concerning the recommendations of 

the Travel Council.  After review, Commissioner Brown noted that on the Wrestling Championship the 

amount reflected $5,000 and it should read $4,000.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to 

approve the recommendations as noted with the correction on the Wrestling Tournament from $5,000 to 

$4,000, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Refund approved for motor vehicle payment: 

Assessor Amy Garren-Clark then recommended a refund of $150 to Jolynn McConnell who had 

registered her vehicle at the first of Decemter, then traded it in during the middle of December.  Ms. 

Garren-Clark noted that Ms. McConnell had been issued a refund from the State, which was a 

requirement before requesting a refund from the County.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson 

moved to approve the refund as recommended, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

New hires approved for Jail, new job description approved for Zoning Enforcement Officer: 

LeighAnn Wheeler, Human Resources Director, then reported that they had interviewed and hired Tyler 

Juluson as a part-time RN in the Jail at grade 22, at a rate of $27.90 per hour to begin on January 20, 

2020, for the part-time position that was less than 20 hours per week.  He is replacing a part-time nurse 

who has resigned.  She reported that they had hired Jeremy Foisy to fill the vacancy in the Jail which 

starts on February 3, 2020, at grade 15, at $18.01 per hour.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown 

moved to approve the new hires as recommended, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Jason Mackelprang, Zoning Administrator/Building Inspector, then joined LeighAnn Wheeler in 

discussing a position that had been discussed and approved during budget of a Zoning Enforcement 

Officer.  Ms. Wheeler noted that the new job description was built with assistance of Mr. Mackelprang, 

and that this position would replace the current contract position we have for zoning enforcement, as well 

as provide for additional work to be done.  The position is a full-time position, and as soon as the job 

description is approved, they will begin advertising for that position.  After discussion, Commissioner 

Johnson moved to approve the job description of a Zoning Enforcement Officer at grade 16, non-exempt, 

as proposed, and authorize that they begin the process of filling that position, second Commissioner 

Brown, unanimous. 
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Business licenses and beer license renewal approved: 

The Commission then reviewed a beer license for Big Rock Candy Mountain Resort, noting it had been 

approved by the Sheriff, as well as two new business license application for Paul Caso for Keystone 

Sports, and one for Kathryn Pack Ariotti for Roberts Self Storage.  Both new business licenses had been 

approved by the Zoning Administrator.  After review, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the beer 

license renewal, and the two new businesses for Keystone Sports and Roberts Self Storage, setting the 

fees for both new business at $25 per year, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Items declared surplus, authorized for disposal: 

The Commission then reviewed a list of surplus items, noting most were obsolete and could be held for a 

future sale and one broken item.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to declare the items 

surplus and authorize for disposal as indicated, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, meeting adjourned at 2:32 p.m.   


